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.. “One construction worker was
. killed and two were injured Tues-
~ day in a crane accident at a Near

North Side construction project.
The 30-year-old man who was

1 -killed fell into a shaft or pit about

" two floors below ground level,
-+ saild Will Knight, a Chicago Fire

- Department spokesman. He was
- . pronounced dead at the scene.

“According to preliminary re-

. ports, the crane was being raised
;177 at the end of the workday when it
- . apparently slipped back. . .The

exact cﬁuse of the accidern . 1s un-

" Court and
~project, at 300 E. Illinois St., isd
- Qevelopment of MEL. Cos. of (%1
-.¢ago. The crane was being operat-
. ed by Morrow Equipment Co.of

[Downtown ~rane accident
kills construction worker

kpown and is currently under in-

" vestigation,” said a statement re-

leased by Morse Diesel Interna.

_-tional, the construction manaser

of the project.
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.Street, Grand Avenue, McClurg
Columbus Drive. The
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about mad safety. He said the satety
directors are being asked to double
check whether their drivers were
licensed properly.

But Serpe acknowledged that
having a safety director does not
eliminate the risk of hiring unqual-
ified truckers, especially at a time
of economic prosperity when truck-
ing companies are desperate to hire
drivers. He said trucking compa-
nies need 50,090 more drivers in the
Chicago area.

“Thedrivershortage is soser ious
that when a company is looking for
adriver and is sent somebody who
allegedly has a valid commercial
driver's license, they will want to
hire the guy.” Serpe said.

ronzalo Mendoza, a former safe-
ty director for Chicago-based Pacel-
la Trucking, admitted to federal au-
thorities that he helped tiuckers
obtain their licenses illegally Pa-
ovlla officials have said Meniloza
only worked for them brieflv and
they were upaware of wrongdoing,

Serpe said the trucking group al-
ready has issued 1,000 of the green
and white decals, which will usual-
Iy be posted on the back of atractor-
trailer.

Tribune stuff writer Todd Lighty

contributed to this report.
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Tribune photo by Candice C. Cusic

Emergency vehicles line the street Tuesday at 300 E. Hlinois St., ,
where a construction worker was killed in a crane accident. ot

Crane

CONTINUED FROM PAcE 1

The project covers 13 acres be-
tween Navy Pier and North Michi-
gan Avenue. It will include two 600-
foot apartment towers, three luxu-
ry condominium buildings and a
hotel, a84-screen movie theater and
dozens of shops.

Police said a crane on the 4th
floor of the building slipped, throw-
ing the victims to the ground. The
identity of the dead man was not re-
leased Tuesday night because his
family had not been notified. He
died of multiple head injuries, Offi-
cer Edward Alonzo, a police spokes-
man, said.

Another worker had a leg injury
and was in fair condition at North
western Memorial Hospital. A
third man had an unspecified mi-
nor injury and refused treatment,
an official said.

The three workers were remov-
ing some material from the con-
struction site at the time of the acci-

dent, but what happened and how

they were injured remains under
investigation, Knight said Tuesday
evening.

It isnotknown if the weather was
a factor in the 6:30 p.m. accident,
but it was raining and the wind was
clocked at 22 m.p.h. with gustsup to
3lwhen the crane slipped, officials
said.

*“The worker was on the crane,
about 6 feet off the ground, we don’t
know how he fell, if he got caught n
apiece of equipment orifhewas. ..
jumping,” said Mory Richardan)
Lowty, city building commissioner

Cheri Franklin of Chicago was
walking swest  toward MceClaryg
Court when she heard a loud noise
and looked up to see what looked
like a bundle of I-beams falling.

A resident of the 35th floor on the
nearby McClurg Court building

- -

! 300 E. Illinois:
-1 Where crane -~
collapsed and §
| a man died.

Chicago Tribung
said he heard aloud noise and saw a
crane bobbing up and down. .

“I heard a big crash. I came out-
side and I saw the crane rocking;up
and down. I thought it was going to
break,” Rick Stone said.

This accident was the second,m
recent months involving a crane at
a Near North Side constructmn
project.

On QOct. 6 a long horizontal boom
arm of a crane used to build a hotel
at Rush and Ilinois Streets col-
lapsed and injured the operator.
Danny's Construction Co., of Shak-
opee, Minn., operated that crana.
Morse Diesel was the general con-
tractor on that project too. -

The accident happened at the
Orand Bay Hotel construction site,
part of the North Bridge project
that has three hotels and 500,000
square feet of retail space that in-
cludes @ Nordstrom store.

Tribune staff writers Maura Kel-

. ly, Karen Méllen and Joseph Sjos-

trom contributed to this report.




